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be quite in breeding-plumage. Seven other skins in my col- 
lection have white chins; but the male described by Dybowsky 
is said to have the throat black to the base ofthe bill. If full 
summer plumage be so rare in this species, it may also be so 
in M. leucopsis, and Mr. Hume is probably right im con- 
sidering M. sechuensis as the fully adult plumage of the latter 
species. Assuming this to be the case, the Pied Wagtails of 
of Asia in adult summer plumage may be diagnosed as 
follows :— 


a, Back grey. 


a’. Cheeks black... ... cos RR o e personata. 
b'. Cheeks white. 

a". Black line through the eye.............. ocularis. 

ở”, No black line through the eye .......... dukhunensis, 


b. Back black. 
c'. Cheeks black. 
e Chinkwhitey ee. sss i 6 é DOR japonica. 
d", Chin black. 
a", Black on the head coming down in a 
peak to the base of the tail...,.. maderaspatana. 
T EEE L ke ek hodgsoni. 
d'. Cheeks white. 
e". Black line through the eye. 
ce", Shoulders black; secondaries white.. blakistoni. 
d"', Shoulders grey; secondaries brown.. amurensis. 
J". No black line through the eye .......... leucopsis. 


VIII.. On the Genera Microbates and Rhamphocænus of the 
Family Formicariidæ. By P. L. Scrarer, M.A., Ph.D., 


F.R.S. 
(Plate III.) 
In the Appendix to our ‘Nomenclator Avium Neotropi- 


calium, published in 1873, Mr. Salvin and I instituted a 
new genus of Formicariidæ, with the subjoined characters :— 


MiCROBATES, gen. nov. 
(utkpòs, parvus, et Barns, qui incedit.) 
Habitus generalis Rhamphocent, rostro paulo crassiore at 
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- 
ferê simili; sed caudá brovissimâ, alas haud superante, primo 
~ visu distinguendus. Typus M. torquatus, sp. nov. 


The single species of the genus known to us was described 
as follows :— 


{ MICROBATES TORQUATUS. 

- Supra murino-brunneus unicolor, alis caudaque concolori- 
bus; superciliis angustis elongatis ct genis albis; spatio 
postoculari et striga rictali indistincta nigris: subtus 
albus, torque pectorali nigro; hypochondriis et crisso 
fulvescentibus ; rostro superiore schistaceo, hujus tomiis 
et mandibula inferiore albicantibus ; pedibus clare cory- 
linis: long. tota 3°5, alee 2'0, caudæ 1:0, rostri a rictu 
0-9, tarsi 0°95. 

Hab. Cayenna, propê urbem “ St. George d@’Oyapock.” 

The only example of this curious little bird then known 
to us, which still remains unique in my collection, was ob- 
tained in 1872 from Madame Verdey of Paris. It bears 
a label in a handwriting at that time unknown to me, 
but which I have since made out to be that of M. Jelski, 
the well-known collector of the Warsaw Muscum. The 
label informs us that the specimen was obtained by him at 
St. George d’Oyapock in Cayenne, in 1869, and was of the 
female sex. 

Since the description of Microbates torquatus was pub- 
lished in 1872, I have found that what is evidently the same 
bird has been described by Herr v. Pelzeln in 1871 in his 
‘ Ornithologie Brasiliens’ under the name Rhamphocenus col- 
laris (op. cit. p. 157), which being the oldest, should be 
adopted for this species. 

The specimens of this bird described by Herr v. Pelzeln 
were obtained by Natterer at Barra do Rio Negro, Mara- 
bitanas, and on the Rio Içanna, showing that, like many 

other Cayenne species, it extends far into the interior. 

Natterer describes the iris of this bird as dark brown; the 
bill black above, and dirty white, passing into axei, be- 
neath ; tarsus and toes clear bluish grey, claws brownish 
grey. He obtained six specimens in all, and notes the sexes 
as alike. 
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In order to endeavour to come to a conclusion which of 
the two proposed generic names should be retained for this 
bird, I have assembled together the specimens of Rampho- 
cenus in my collection and that of Messrs. Salvin and God- 
man (thirty-three in number), and made a careful exami- 
nation of them, with the following result :— 

Comparing Microbates with Rhamphocenus melanurus, 
there can be no doubt that the points mentioned in our 
original description of the genus hold good. The tail, instead 
of being long and graduated, as in that species, is very short 
and almost square, or barely rounded at the tip. But in R. 
cinereiventris, on the other hand, nearly the same form of 
tail-structure prevails as in Microbates ; and these two species 
cannot be fairly separated generically. 

The best course to pursue is, on the whole, I think, to 
regard the structure of the tail as being only of subgeneric 
value, and to arrange the five species of Rhamphocenus under 
two heads, somewhat as follows :— 


Genus RHAMPHOCANUS. 


Subgen. A. Rhamphocenus : cauda clongata, rectricibus 
graduatis. 


1. RHAMPHOCANUS MELANURUS. 

Rhamphocenus melanurus, Vieill. N. Dict. xxix. p. 6; Enc. 
Méth. p. 863; Gal. Ois. i. p. 204, pl. 128; Burm. Syst. Ueb. 
p. 72; Cab. et Heine, Mus. Hein. ii. p. 11; Bp. Consp. p. 201; 
Scl. P. Z. S. 1858, p. 243; Cat. A. B. p. 183; Scl. et Salv. 
P. Z. S. 1867, p. 576 (r. Capim), et Nomencl. p. 73; Pelz. 
Orn. Bras. p. 84. 

Rhamphocenus longirostris, Licht. Nomencl. Mus. Berol. 
p. 22. 

Troglodytes rectirostris, Sw. Zool. Ill. ser. 1, pl. 140. 

Troglodytes gladiator, Max. Beitr. iii. p. 751. 
Murino-brunneus ; subtus albus, lateraliter rufescens: cauda 

nigra, rectricis una utrinque extimz dimidio apicali 
sordide fusco, proximis plus minusve fusco terminatis : 
long. tota 4°75, ale 1'9, cauda 1-7, rostri a rictu 9°5, 
tarsi 0-8. 
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Hab. S.E. Brazil (Max.), Bahia (Wucherer), Rio Capim, 
Para (Wallace). 
Mimo. SG., P. Los. 


4- 9. RHAMPHOCENUS ALBIVENTRIS, Sp. nov. 

Rhamphocenus melanurus, Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1867, p. 750 
(Amazons), 1868, p. 628 (Venezuela). 

Præcedenti similis sed gastræo albo diversus. 

Hab. Guiana, Venezuela, et Amazonia. Surinam (C. Bart- 
lett), San Esteban, Venezuela (Göring), Sarayacu, Ecuador 
(Buckley), Chyavetas, Upper Amazons (E. Bartlett). 

Dis, P.L.S. etS.-G. 

The Amazonian form of this species seems to be distinguish- 
able (as is usually the case) from that of the wood region of 
S.E. Brazil. The lower surface is nearly uniform white, 
not showing the rufous flanks of its Brazilian representative. 


=-8. RHAMPHOCENUS RUFIVENTRIS. 

Scolopacinus rufiventris, Bp. P. Z. S. 1857, p. 119. 

Rhamphocenus rufiventris, Gray, Gen. B. i. p. 157, pl. 47. 
fig. 2; Sel. P.Z.S. 1858, p. 244, et Cat. A. B. p. 184; 
Bp. Consp. p. 201; Selzot Salv: Ibis, 1860, p. 399; P. 2.8. 
1864, p. 356, 1879, p. 525 (Antioquia); et Nomencl. p. 73; 
Salvin, P. Z. S. 1867, p. 145 (Veragua), 1870, p. 195 (Vera- 
gua); Ibis, 1869, p. 319 (Costa Rica). 

Rhamphocenus sancte-marthe, Sel. P. Z. S. 1861, p. 380; 
Cat. A. B. p. 184. 

Murino-brunneus, capite toto precipue ad latera rufescente, 
subtus pallide rufescens; gutture albo, plumis subtus 
cinereis ; cauda nigra, rectricibus tribus extimis albo 
terminatis, extima etiam in pogonio externo albo lim- 
bata: long. tota 5:3, ale 2:2, cauda 2:0, rostri a rictu 
l'l, tarsi 0'9. 

Hab. Central America from Vera Paz to Panama, and 
Northern Colombia. Vera Paz (Salvin) ; Costa Rica and 
Veragua (Arcé) ; Panama (McLeannan); Santa Marta 
(Verreaux) ; Antioquia (Salmon); Bogota. 

Mus. P. L S et. 8.-G. 

The series of fourteen specimens of this species from the 
above-mentioned localities now before me showsthat it extends 
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all through Central America into Colombia. My R. sancte- 
marthe is, I now think, not to be separated. The prominent 
white tips to the lateral tail-feathers and the full rufous belly 
render this species casily distinguishable from the two former. 
Subgen. B. Microbates: caudâ brevi ferè quadrata. 


4, RHAMPHOCENUS CINEREIVENTRIS. 
Rhamphocenus cinereiventris, Scl. P. Z. S. 1855, p. 76, 
pl. 87; 1858, p. 244; Scl. et Salv. Nomencl. p. 73. 


Olivaceo-brunneus; capitis lateribus rufis; gutture albo, nigro- 
cinerascenti striato ; abdomine cinerascente, medialiter 
albescentiore, lateraliter obscuriore; cauda nigricanti- 
fusca: long. tota 40, ale 2'0, caudæ 1-3. 


Hab. Colombia, Pasto (Delattre); Ecuador, Sarayacu 
(Buckley). 
Mus. Derbiano, P. L. S. et S.-G. 


4-5, RHAMPHOCÆNUS SEMITORQUATUS. 

Rhamphocenus semitorquatus, Lawr. Ann. L. N. Y. vi. 
p. 469 (1862); Salvin, P. Z. S. 1867, p. 145 (Veragua), 1870, 
p. 195 (Veragua); Scl. et Salv. Nomencl. p. 73. 

Rhamphocenus cinereiventris, Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1879, 
p. 525 (Antioquia). 

Præcedenti similis, et ventre obscuriore necnon gutturis striis 
fortioribus vix dignoscendus. 

Hab. Veragua (Arcé), Panama, Antioquia (Salmon). 

I am rather doubtful about the propriety of retaining this 
northern form of the last species as distinct; but as they have 
been already separated, I allow them to remain so. The 
Antioquian bird must, however, go with the Central- American 
form. 


6. RHAMPHOCÆNUS COLLARIS. (Plate III.) 

Ramphocenus collaris, Pelz. Orn. Bras. p. 84, et p. 157 
(1871). 

Microbates torquatus, Sel. et Salv. Nomencl. pp. 72, 161 
(1872). 

Hab. Guiana et Amazonia inferior. 

Maus. Pos. 


Hanh: 
arb amp 


